Alphabets: The Unity of Diversity

Boris Giulian utilizes his role as an artist to convey the essence of beauty in its countless
assorted forms, to create a spirit of hospitality and a point at which all can meet.

Seventh UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has said that “artists have a special role to play in
the global struggle for peace.” To that end, both as an artist and a citizen of the world, Giulian’s
work is composed with thoughtful intention toward harmonious coexistence. Realizing art as
that rare medium which has the ability to open doors to worlds little known or understood,
Giulian paints to loosen the strictures of stereotypes.

In this series, the alphabet is used literally and figuratively to identify the attributes of a
nation through the very symbols of its language. Each image portrays singular beauty in its
characteristic hieroglyphic expression, visually engaging language as a mode of cross-cultural
communication and a means to embrace the beauty of diversity.

“Alphabets” pays special homage to differences while simultaneously holds space for the
intangible and timeless qualities that allow our human race to endure. Thus, these paintings
historically contextualize national developments and achievements to illuminate that
advancement in one part of the world is eventually growth for the rest.

“Alphabets” calls for an occasion to closely observe—rather than listen to—another’s mother
tongue, to appreciate, and to inspire discourse across any barriers of time, distance, politics,
race or religion. Speaking to our shared humanity, ultimately, “Alphabets” suggests that
though we speak different languages, we are intrinsically one.
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